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for nationality or religion, was offering to sell his services to
the King of Spain and to bring a lot of English ships with him,
to help restore Catholicism in England. Cecil's spy system
found this out, and thenceforward Hawkins was in the hollow
of his hand. Cecil could have him hanged at any moment, and
henceforward he used Hawkins as a counter-agent to lead the
King of Spain on.
The Crisis in Cecil's Career* So things stood at the
opening of the year 1569, when the crisis of Cecil's career
began. For ten years he had been working at gradually estab-
lishing a new state of affairs in England, with a new Liturgy,
and so confirming the new millionaires (of whom he was
the chief man) in their possessions. He had broken England
away from Christendom, he had got the Queen of Scots in his
power, and, unpopular as had been all his actions, he had
provoked no rebellion against his government. But things
were coming to a head. Spain was exasperated; the long-
drawn and inexcusable imprisonment of the Queen of Scotland
was becoming intolerable; the principal English merchants in
London were becoming doubly angered by the Spanish em-
bargo on their commerce which Cecil's action had provoked;
and the recognition by the Papacy and the Catholic world as a
whole of Cecil's regime as a principal enemy was now clear.
At this point the foreign princes, the Pope, and the more
intense Catholic leaders in England fell into a first-class blunder.
They made the error of aiming at Elizabeth, because she was
overtly the head of the Government. Had they distinguished
between her cause and Cecil's and supported her against Cecil,
they would have had great chance of success: for, after all,
she was Queen. But they attacked her, and plotted against
her. Cecil took full advantage of this state of affairs and
pkyed on Elizabeth's fears for her personal safety. By such a
policy he increased his power; but it was still vulnerable, for
on top of all this now came a proposal for Norfolk's marriage
with Mary. This marriage had it come off, would have destroyed
Cecil for good.
In the middle of the year 1569, in June, four of the most
influential men of England—Leicester (Dudley) himself, Pem-
broke, Arundel (the head of the FitzAlans), and Norfolk
(AruadePs son-in-law)—wrote to Mary proposing to put her
bad: upon the throne of Scotland, where she should make a
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